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Freelancer Community: 

A Guide for 
Independents

Freelancing gives you freedom, but freedom without structure 

can quickly become isolation. For freelancers in the 

Netherlands, a strong community is a business support 

system.
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Building Your Independent 
Support System

When you work independently, you are responsible not only for delivery, but also for 

sales, visibility, pricing, and long-term growth. The right network helps you find 

opportunities, stay informed, and make better decisions while growing 

independently.

 Industry Insight

"Around 1.57 billion people worldwide are 
involved in independent work, while 
around 54% of freelancers work five days 
a week."

Why Community Matters for Freelancers

Professional Operation:
Many freelancers treat independent work as a full professional operating model, not 
just a side activity.

Regulated Environment:
In the Netherlands, freelancers (zzp’ers) operate in a highly regulated business 
environment and carry their own business risk.

Beyond Guesswork:
Community replaces guesswork with perspective, creating space to exchange 
referrals, test ideas, and stay motivated.

Source: DemandSage

Navigating Professional Challenges

Working alone can make every decision feel heavier. Should you raise your rates? Is this client contract 
reasonable? How do you approach Dutch business culture? A strong community gives freelancers access 
to people who have already faced similar questions.

At The Unusual Space, community is positioned as part of the business infrastructure, not as an extra. Its 
flexible workspace solutions are designed for freelancers who need both a professional base and a high-
trust environment.

 Tip

Many freelancers depend on reputation. You can introduce your work without hard selling, join 

conversations around your expertise, and become known for the problems you solve. Over time, 

this visibility leads to referrals and client trust.

Community Helps You Stay Compliant

Freelancers are independent, but they are not operating outside the system. In the Netherlands, you need 
to understand business registration, tax responsibilities, invoicing, and the difference between genuine 
self-employment and false self-employment.

The Dutch Chamber of Commerce notes that freelancers may need to register with KVK. Tax obligations 
are another key area, involving VAT and income tax depending on your legal structure.

 Tip

A strong community does not replace professional legal or tax advice. But it does help 

freelancers know which questions to ask, which official sources to check, and when to seek 

expert support.

Reducing Isolation and Overthinking

Freelancers often carry invisible pressure. You may be serving clients, managing deadlines, doing admin, 
creating content, and building a pipeline at the same time. Without peers around you, it can be difficult to 
understand whether a challenge is personal or simply part of the freelance journey.

 Tip

Choose a community where conversations are practical, not performative. The most valuable 

network is the one where people share useful knowledge, make relevant introductions, and 

respect each other’s time.

Opportunities Beyond Client Work

A freelancer’s growth does not only come from more clients. It can also come from speaking at events, 
joining workshops, collaborating with founders, supporting startups, or becoming part of a wider business 
ecosystem.

 Tip

The Unusual Space supports workshops, strategic sessions, and networking moments in central 

Utrecht, helping freelancers move beyond desk-based work into relationship-based growth.

For freelancers who want to grow sustainably, these moments matter. They can lead to new skills, 
stronger positioning, and a clearer understanding of where your expertise fits in the market.

The Community Advantage
How a strong network accelerates your independent career.

Build Visibility

Gain natural visibility. Introduce your 

work without hard selling, become 

known for your expertise, and build 

stronger client trust.

Improve Decisions

Get a realistic benchmark for structuring 

your week, pricing your services, and 

handling difficult clients to prevent 

overthinking.

Unlock Opportunities

Move beyond desk-based work. Join 

workshops, collaborate with founders, 

and connect with a wider business 

ecosystem.
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Important: Build Community Before You Need It
The best time to build your freelance community is not when your pipeline is 

empty or when you urgently need advice. It is before that moment. Show up 

consistently, attend events, and ask thoughtful questions. Over time, you become 

part of a network that supports both your business and your confidence.
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COMMUNITY
The Unusual Space

Navigate Freelancing 
with Confidence
Freelancing can be independent without being isolated. 

The right community gives you access to knowledge, 

visibility, collaboration, and a stronger professional 

identity.

Access practical knowledge and trusted peers

Build natural visibility and client trust

Stay informed on compliance and local regulations

Ready to Build Your Freelance 
Business?

At The Unusual Space, freelancers are part of a wider 

entrepreneurial environment. Join us to build your business with 

more clarity, structure, and connection.

Build your network: Join US
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